Abstract
INTRODUCTION
The genuine concerns for and interest of Japan in the activities of the South China Sea is evident from a published document by that country's Ministry of Defence in 2013 in which it stated that; "The independent state of a nation must be protected in order for it to maintain the determining of its own direction in politics, economy, and society, as well as its culture, tradition, and sense of values. However, peace, safety and independence cannot be secured by simply wishing for them. .pdf [August, 3 2016] The quotation at the top of the page well illustrates the concerns from all quarters. This present study will allude to Japan's energy dependence and then analyse national policy of self-sufficiency, energy and maritime security, maritime self-defence and its involvement in the affairs of its southern neighbours, especially the littoral states of the South China Sea. Japan has limited domestic energy resources and is only about 16 per cent self-sufficient and is the third largest oil 3 www.reuters.com/article/us-japan-nuclearidUSBRE96309M20130704 (July 4, 2014) 4 Aaron Sheldrick and Kentaro Hamada 'Japan says building nuclear safety culture will take a long time consumer in the world after the United
Japan and Its Energy Dependence
States of America (USA) and the Peoples' However, it is interesting to discuss briefly, the historical interest from an historical perspective.
Republic of China (PRC

Maritime Security
Southeast Asia is home to important sea-lanes and straits including Straits of Malacca Singapore, Sunda, and Lombok. By mid-2013, this semi-enclosed sea and adjacent waters was relatively free from the scourge of piracy; however, the underlying concern is that of freedom of navigation. Japan continues its concern about anti-piracy efforts by actively canvassing support for the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) so asto obtain a permanent membership within UNSC. The
Multilayered and Cooperative
SecurityStrategy will be introduced as a new security framework for Japan. This will also allow the Japanese Self-Defence
Forces to address the overall security issues pertaining to Japan as well as elements in the issues to piracy and maritime terrorism. 
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